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DETAILED ACTION 
Sped f± ca tlon 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 8, 9, 16, 17, 24, and 25 are objected to in regards 
to the use of "at least in part." The use "of such language 
causes redundancy and the examiner notes a lack of conciseness 
and clarity where the phrase "at least in part" is utilized. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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The use of ''at least in part" leaves a question in the 
meets and bounds of the claim language and what falls outside 
the scope of the ''at least in part" that which is being claimed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

5. 35 U.S. C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, siibject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non- statutory subject matter. The 
claim is too preliminary to particularly identify a practical 
application. The tangibility of the claim is not shown. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 

this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 
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8. Claims 1, 5-9, 13-17, 21-29 are rejected under 35 

U-S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Allen et al. (US 6,895,453 
hereinafter Allen) . 

9. Referring to a method of claim 1, apparatus of claim 9, 
article of claim 17, and system of claim 25, Allen teaches a 
method, apparatus, article and system comprising, generating an 
identifier to be associated with a group of at least two devices 
(elements 275, 280, 285 of figure 2), the identifier being 
generated based upon respective source identifiers of the at 
least two devices (column 8 lines 65 - 67, column 9 lines 1 - 

9) . 

10. Referring to a method of claim 5, apparatus of claim 13, 
and article of claim 21 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article wherein, 

at least one of the source identifiers comprises a vendor 
identification (column 9, lines 2 - 9) . 
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11. Referring to a method of claim 6, apparatus of claim 14, 
and article of claim 22 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article comprising, 

extracting the vendor identification from a world wide name 
(element 255 of figure 2) identifying at least one of the at 
least two devices (column 5, lines 24 - 40) . 

12. Referring to a method of claim 7, apparatus of claim 15, 
and article of claim 23 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article wherein, 

the at least two devices comprise physical devices 
(elements 275, 280, 285 of figure 2, column 9 lines 1-2) 

13. Referring to a method of claim 8, apparatus of claim 16, 
and article of claim 24 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article comprising, 

generating a world wide name (WWN) to be associated with 
the group of devices the WWN being generated based upon the 
identifier to be associated with the group of devices (elements 
205, 210 and 215 of figure 2, column 7 lines 64-67, column 8 
linies 1 - 19) . 
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14. Referring to a system of claim 26, Allen teaches a system 
wherein the circuit board also comprises a processor coupled to 
a bus; and the circuit card slot is also coupled to the bus 
(column 8 lines 29 - 31) . 

15. Referring to a system of claim 27, Allen teaches a system 
wherein a redundant array of inexpensive disks (RAID) comprises 
the at least two devices (column 4 lines 55 - 65) . 

16. Referring to a system of claim 28, Allen teaches a system 
wherein the circuit card is coupled (Fibre Channel interconnect) 
to the RAID (column 4 lines 60 - 65) . 

17. Referring to a system of claim 29, Allen teaches a system 
wherein the circuit card is coupled to at least two devices via 
a network (Storage Area Networks, column 4, lines 37 - 45) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. .103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
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the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said sxibject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be • 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Allen in view of 
Levitt (US Pat. 5,787,012). 

20. Referring to a method of claim 2, apparatus of claim 10, 
and article of claim 18 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article wherein, 

the respective source identifiers comprise respective 
numbers (column 9 lines 2 - 13) ; however Allen fails to 
explicitly teach generating the identifiers as: 

rotating one of the respective numbers to generate a 
rotated number; and 

performing a logical exclusive-or of the other of the 
respective numbers with the rotated number. 

Levitt teaches an integrated circuit and method to generate 
identification numbers for a circuit using a logical exclusive- 
or (elements 60a, 60b, and 60c of figure 6, column 4 lines 50 - 
65) . Levitt also teaches a method of identification generation 
through means of rotation (column 5 lines 42-67, column 6 
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lines 1 - 5) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
modify the system of Allen with the above teachings of Levitt. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
make such modification in the generation of identifiers in a 
device oriented setting. 

21, Referring to a method of claim 3, apparatus of claim 11, 
and article of claim 19 Allen teaches a method, apparatus, and 
article Allen fails to explicitly teach generating the 
identifier as: 

rotating a value to generate a rotated value; and 
performing a logical exclusive-or of the rotated value 
with a result of the logical exclusive-or of the other of 
the respective numbers with the rotated number. 

Levitt teaches an integrated circuit and method to generate 
changing identification numbers for a circuit by means of 
performing logical exclusive-or (elements 60a, 60b, and 60c of 
figure 6, column 4 lines 50 - 65) . Levitt also teaches a method 
of identification generation through means of rotation (column 5 
lines 42-67, column 6 lines 1 - 5) . Levitt also teaches a 
method of identification generation through means of rotation 
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(column 5 lines 42-67, column 6 lines 1 - 5) . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify the system of Allen with the 
above teachings of Levitt. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to make such modification in the 
generation of identifiers in a device oriented setting. 

22. Referring to a method of claim 4, apparatus of claim 12, 
and article of claim 20 Allen in view of Levitt teaches a 
method, apparatus, and article wherein, 

the value is based upon an activation time (''first time 
using SCSI device" column 11, lines 50 - 56) . 

Conclusion 

23 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Aurangzeb 
Hassan whose telephone number is (571) 272-8625. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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KIM HUYNH 
PR5MARY EXAMINER 




